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Hegemonic thinking, cultural hierarchies, racism, as well as 

current cultural diversities of our societies are rooted in:  

• World colonialism has shaped the composition and character of the 

world we live in today

• Racist ideologies and notions of white supremacy go back to ideas of 

cultural and racial hierarchies established during colonial times

• Travel and migration of people and ensuing diversity was and is most 

often caused by colonial histories and present neocolonial conditions 

or relations 

• Many conflicts today have their roots in colonialism and former colonial 

practices or events

Why is colonialism relevant to the topic of diversity?
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1. Create awareness of the colonial character of world history 
that shapes our present reality; 

2. Forge an understanding about colonial politics of European 
nations and the resultant impact on colonized societies;

3. Bring forth the relations between coloniality and modernity;

4. Impart an in-depth understanding of how colonialism and 
neocolonialism continues to influence the different aspects of 
former colonies through overt and covert control on economy, 
politics, education, social and legal system.

Learning objectives
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Terminology Definition Examples

Maritime enclaves 

[Stützpunktkolonien, lit. 

’stronghold colonies’] 

Settlement colonies

[Siedlungskolonien]

Exploitation colonies 

[Beherrschungskolonie

n, lit. 

‘command/domination 

colonies’]

Types of colonialism 
(Osterhammel 2005, 10-12)
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Terminology Definition Examples
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[Stützpunktkolonien, lit. 

’stronghold colonies’] 

Defended commercial or naval 

strategic settlements; resources 

extracted by trade; or power 

exercised informally over hinterland

Hong Kong, 

Singapore, Aden, 

Batavia, Malacca

Settlement colonies
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Permanent settlement of 

farming/plantation communities 

involving appropriation of land; 

natives displaced and exploited; 

settler identity forms early, often 

resulting in independence from 

homeland

USA, Canada, 

Australia;  New 

Zealand, South Africa, 

Algeria, Rhodesia, 

Namibia, Barbados, 

Jamaica, Cuba, most 

of Latin America

Exploitation colonies 

[Beherrschungskolonie

n, lit. 

‘command/domination 

colonies’]

Conquered territory; tribute extracted 

from conquered population; resources 
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settlement; rule by class of 

administrators
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(Osterhammel 2005, 10-12)
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• Triangular slave trade linked Great Britain, Africa and the 
Caribbean from mid 17th century; slave trade abolished in 1807

• Independence of USA (1789), New Zealand (1835), Canada 
(1867), Australia (1901)

• India gains independence in 1947

• British Empire continues to exercise global influence 

• Predominance of English 
as lingua franca, official or
administrative language in 
the former colonies

Modern British Empire (1490s-1960s)
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• After Seven Years‘ War, France lost parts 
of West Africa, India, Canada and middle 
parts of USA to Britain (1763)

• 1790s: First successful revolt of enslaved 
people, 1804: Independence of Haiti, 
1803: Louisiana Purchase 
of French territories by USA

French colonialism: First colonial empire 
(Ancien Régime) (1534-1803/4)

Image source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:France_colonial_Empire10.png

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:France_colonial_Empire10.png


eGeneral Studies: Diversity-Kompetenzen

Prof. Dr. K. Knopf & Dr. S. Chatterjee5. Post|Colonial Transitions – Episode 1: (Post)Colonialism: Historical & Present

French colonialism: Second colonial empire 
(1800s-1962)



eGeneral Studies: Diversity-Kompetenzen

Prof. Dr. K. Knopf & Dr. S. Chatterjee5. Post|Colonial Transitions – Episode 1: (Post)Colonialism: Historical & Present

• Napoleon invaded Egypt in 1798

French colonialism: Second colonial empire 
(1800s-1962)



eGeneral Studies: Diversity-Kompetenzen

Prof. Dr. K. Knopf & Dr. S. Chatterjee5. Post|Colonial Transitions – Episode 1: (Post)Colonialism: Historical & Present

• Napoleon invaded Egypt in 1798

• Conquest of Algeria (1830) and later other territories in 

 Africa (e.g. Morocco, Tunisia, large parts of West- and Central Africa, 
Madagascar), 

 Middle East (Syria, Lebanon), 

 Pacific Ocean (Marquesas Islands/Tahiti, New Caledonia/Vanuatu, Tahiti, 
Mauritius), 

 and Asia (Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Indochina)

French colonialism: Second colonial empire 
(1800s-1962)
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• Napoleon invaded Egypt in 1798

• Conquest of Algeria (1830) and later other territories in 

 Africa (e.g. Morocco, Tunisia, large parts of West- and Central Africa, 
Madagascar), 

 Middle East (Syria, Lebanon), 

 Pacific Ocean (Marquesas Islands/Tahiti, New Caledonia/Vanuatu, Tahiti, 
Mauritius), 

 and Asia (Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Indochina)

• Steadfast belief in superiority of French civilization and culture

• Since 1963: Politique de la Francophonie

• French control in former colonies in terms of military intervention (e.g. 
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(e.g. loans and markets, free trade agreements)  

French colonialism: Second colonial empire 
(1800s-1962)
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“wir wollen niemand in den Schatten stellen, aber wir verlangen 
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German colonialism (1884-1919)
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• German East Africa: German colony 
1885-1918
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• Relatively late start in 1884 with the “Scramble for Africa”

• 1887 von Bühlow formulated Germany’s request:
“wir wollen niemand in den Schatten stellen, aber wir verlangen 
auch unseren Platz an der Sonne.“

• German South-West Africa: 
(Deutsch-Südwestafrika, today 
Namibia) was a colony of the 
German empire from 1884 until 1915

• Cameroon: West African colony 1884-1916

• German East Africa: German colony 
1885-1918

• Togo and eastern part of Ghana: 
German colony from 1884-1916

German colonialism (1884-1919)

Image source: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:German_colonial.PNG

(Attribution: Andrew0921 at the English Wikipedia)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:German_colonial.PNG
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Andrew0921
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/


eGeneral Studies: Diversity-Kompetenzen

Prof. Dr. K. Knopf & Dr. S. Chatterjee5. Post|Colonial Transitions – Episode 1: (Post)Colonialism: Historical & Present

• Papua New Guinea: German colony 
from 1884-1915
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• Papua New Guinea: German colony 
from 1884-1915

• Samoa: German colony from 1899-1914
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• Papua New Guinea: German colony 
from 1884-1915

• Samoa: German colony from 1899-1914

• Kiautschou: small colonial enclave in China, 1897-1914

German colonialism (1884-1919)
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• German West Africa: large-scale German settlement (farms, cattle herds); minerals 
and metals (copper, diamonds); gradual dispossession of land and bloody oppression of 
Herero and Nama people, German settlement of Namibia; Herero and Nama resistance 
1904/05; lost the Schlacht am Waterberg; General von Trotha’s Schießbefehl; genocide 
on Herero and Nama people; first concentration camps in Namibia

• Cameroon: coastal Duala people were gradually dispossessed; largest plantation 
colony in Western Africa: cocoa, rubber and palm oil from Northern hinterland

• Togo: mainly trade colony; few German settlers along coast; production of palm oil

• German East Africa: Deutsch-Ostafrikanische Handelsgesellschaft gained land and 
trading rights, increasing dispossession of people and plantations (cotton, sisal), brutal 
submission of Maji-Maji rebellion 1905-08, following hunger epidemic and 300.000 
dead among the local population

• PNG: few German settlers; continuous risk of malaria; plantations (rubber, copra) often 
brutally exploited local and hijacked workers, strict colonial administration and 
“Strafexpeditionen” of Schutztruppe 

• Samoa: “Perle der Südsee”, only prestige object; little colonial intervention with local 
beliefs, culture, language

• Kiautschou: Exploitation of coal reserves; strategic trade base; 1900 “Boxeraufstand”, 
brutal suppression by Germans 

German colonialism (1884-1919)
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• Land: appropriation of land for German settlement, 
mineral mining, plantations (high death rates of laborers) 

German colonialism (1884-1919)
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• Land: appropriation of land for German settlement, 
mineral mining, plantations (high death rates of laborers) 

• Colonial violence: mostly brutal submission of people and 
corporeal punishment, Strafexpeditionen (killing of people 
and burning of villages) of German Schutztruppe 
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• Land: appropriation of land for German settlement, 
mineral mining, plantations (high death rates of laborers) 

• Colonial violence: mostly brutal submission of people and 
corporeal punishment, Strafexpeditionen (killing of people 
and burning of villages) of German Schutztruppe 

• Missionizing activities:  e.g. Rheinische Missionsges., 
Herrenhuter Brüdergem., Norddeutsche Missionsges.
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• Land: appropriation of land for German settlement, 
mineral mining, plantations (high death rates of laborers) 

• Colonial violence: mostly brutal submission of people and 
corporeal punishment, Strafexpeditionen (killing of people 
and burning of villages) of German Schutztruppe 

• Missionizing activities:  e.g. Rheinische Missionsges., 
Herrenhuter Brüdergem., Norddeutsche Missionsges.

• Germany lost all its colonies to other European powers 
(mainly GB) after WWI

German colonialism (1884-1919)
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Spanish colonialism (1492-1832)
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• Colombus arrives on Hispaniola in 1492

Spanish colonialism (1492-1832)
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• Colombus arrives on Hispaniola in 1492

• Conquest of parts of North America, Central and Latin 
America by Francisco Vasquez de Coronado, Hernán Cortés, 
Francisco Pizarro 

Spanish colonialism (1492-1832)
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• Colombus arrives on Hispaniola in 1492

• Conquest of parts of North America, Central and Latin 
America by Francisco Vasquez de Coronado, Hernán Cortés, 
Francisco Pizarro 

• Spanish conquest = extreme cruelty, killing, enslavement, 
exploitation of local people in search for gold and minerals
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America by Francisco Vasquez de Coronado, Hernán Cortés, 
Francisco Pizarro 

• Spanish conquest = extreme cruelty, killing, enslavement, 
exploitation of local people in search for gold and minerals

• Policy of Requerimiento (1513) forced 
Indigenous people to submit to Spanish
rule; Encomienda: enforced labor of 
Indigenous people on plantations
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• Colombus arrives on Hispaniola in 1492

• Conquest of parts of North America, Central and Latin 
America by Francisco Vasquez de Coronado, Hernán Cortés, 
Francisco Pizarro 

• Spanish conquest = extreme cruelty, killing, enslavement, 
exploitation of local people in search for gold and minerals

• Policy of Requerimiento (1513) forced 
Indigenous people to submit to Spanish
rule; Encomienda: enforced labor of 
Indigenous people on plantations

• Europeanization of social, economic, 
political structures and education; 
extensive missionizing activities 

Spanish colonialism (1492-1832)
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• Local independence movements 
(e.g. 1780 Tupac Amaru II, 1810 Miguel Hidalgo, 1811 Simón 
Bolivar)

Spanish colonialism (1492-1832)
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• Local independence movements 
(e.g. 1780 Tupac Amaru II, 1810 Miguel Hidalgo, 1811 Simón 
Bolivar)

• Now: mostly mixed populations, white creole elite, black people 
and internally colonized Indigenous people (e.g. Aymara, 
Quechua)
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• Local independence movements 
(e.g. 1780 Tupac Amaru II, 1810 Miguel Hidalgo, 1811 Simón 
Bolivar)

• Now: mostly mixed populations, white creole elite, black people 
and internally colonized Indigenous people (e.g. Aymara, 
Quechua)

• Spanish East Indies: 
1565 -1901 Spanish rule in 
Philippines, Marianas, Carolines, 
Palaos and Guam

Spanish colonialism (1492-1832)
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Portuguese colonialism (1415-1999)

Image source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:All_areas_of_the_world_that_were_once_part_of_the_Portuguese_Empire.png

Red - actual possessions; 

Olive – explorations

Green – ; 

Orange – areas of influence 

and trade; 

Pink – claims of 

sovereignity; trading posts; 

Blue – main sea 

explorations, routes and 

areas of influence

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:All_areas_of_the_world_that_were_once_part_of_the_Portuguese_Empire.png


eGeneral Studies: Diversity-Kompetenzen

Prof. Dr. K. Knopf & Dr. S. Chatterjee5. Post|Colonial Transitions – Episode 1: (Post)Colonialism: Historical & Present

• Portuguese expansion was motivated by commercial interests

Portuguese colonialism (1415-1999)
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• Portuguese expansion was motivated by commercial interests

• 1415 conquest of Ceuta (today Spanish territory in Northern 
Africa), later Madeira, Azores,  Angola, Mozambique, Brazil, 
Goa, Malaysia and the Moluccas (Indonesia), Timor, Hormuz 
(today’s Oman)
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• Portuguese expansion was motivated by commercial interests

• 1415 conquest of Ceuta (today Spanish territory in Northern 
Africa), later Madeira, Azores,  Angola, Mozambique, Brazil, 
Goa, Malaysia and the Moluccas (Indonesia), Timor, Hormuz 
(today’s Oman)

• 1498  Vasco da Gama discovers the sea route to India  

• 1557  Portuguese ships reach China, Macao becomes trading 
post
 Colonies in 
Latin America, 
Africa, 
Asia, 
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• 17th century Great Britain, France and the Netherlands started 
to expand to Asia – Portugal lost the majority of the Asian 
colonies, 
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• 17th century Great Britain, France and the Netherlands started 
to expand to Asia – Portugal lost the majority of the Asian 
colonies, 

• 1975: Angola and Mozambique become independent; 
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• 17th century Great Britain, France and the Netherlands started 
to expand to Asia – Portugal lost the majority of the Asian 
colonies, 

• 1975: Angola and Mozambique become independent; 

• Portuguese Macau is handed to China in 1999

Portuguese colonialism (1415-1999)
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Dutch colonialism (16th- present)
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• 350 years Dutch Empire (Nederlands-koloniale Rijk) 

Dutch colonialism (16th- present)
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• 350 years Dutch Empire (Nederlands-koloniale Rijk) 

• Late 16th and 17th century Dutch colonization of Caribbean islands, 
small parts in North and Latin America, Southern Africa, Asia and slow 
overtaking of trade from Portuguese => Dutch Golden Age

Dutch colonialism (16th- present)
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• 350 years Dutch Empire (Nederlands-koloniale Rijk) 

• Late 16th and 17th century Dutch colonization of Caribbean islands, 
small parts in North and Latin America, Southern Africa, Asia and slow 
overtaking of trade from Portuguese => Dutch Golden Age

• 1602: Verenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie (VOC) was founded
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• 350 years Dutch Empire (Nederlands-koloniale Rijk) 

• Late 16th and 17th century Dutch colonization of Caribbean islands, 
small parts in North and Latin America, Southern Africa, Asia and slow 
overtaking of trade from Portuguese => Dutch Golden Age

• 1602: Verenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie (VOC) was founded

• 1621 Dutch West India Company founded 

• Dutch Empire ended with declining profits 
at end of 18th century and loss of 
territories to Great Britain 1815
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• 350 years Dutch Empire (Nederlands-koloniale Rijk) 

• Late 16th and 17th century Dutch colonization of Caribbean islands, 
small parts in North and Latin America, Southern Africa, Asia and slow 
overtaking of trade from Portuguese => Dutch Golden Age

• 1602: Verenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie (VOC) was founded

• 1621 Dutch West India Company founded 

• Dutch Empire ended with declining profits 
at end of 18th century and loss of 
territories to Great Britain 1815

• Suriname and Dutch East Indies 
were Dutch until 1945
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small parts in North and Latin America, Southern Africa, Asia and slow 
overtaking of trade from Portuguese => Dutch Golden Age

• 1602: Verenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie (VOC) was founded

• 1621 Dutch West India Company founded 

• Dutch Empire ended with declining profits 
at end of 18th century and loss of 
territories to Great Britain 1815

• Suriname and Dutch East Indies 
were Dutch until 1945

• Aruba, Curacao, and Sint Maarten 
still part of the Netherlands

Dutch colonialism (16th- present)
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Belgian colonialism – The Congo (1908-1960)
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• Late 19th century colonization of Congo; Congo became King 
Leopold’s private colony (main interest ivory and rubber)

Belgian colonialism – The Congo (1908-1960)
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• Late 19th century colonization of Congo; Congo became King 
Leopold’s private colony (main interest ivory and rubber)

• Genocidal crimes committed under Leopold’s “personal 
property”: mutilations and mass killings of people, often for not 
meeting quota on rubber plantations 
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• Late 19th century colonization of Congo; Congo became King 
Leopold’s private colony (main interest ivory and rubber)

• Genocidal crimes committed under Leopold’s “personal 
property”: mutilations and mass killings of people, often for not 
meeting quota on rubber plantations 

• Diplomatic pressure was set on Belgium to end this cruel 
regime
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• Late 19th century colonization of Congo; Congo became King 
Leopold’s private colony (main interest ivory and rubber)

• Genocidal crimes committed under Leopold’s “personal 
property”: mutilations and mass killings of people, often for not 
meeting quota on rubber plantations 

• Diplomatic pressure was set on Belgium to end this cruel 
regime

• In 1908 the Belgian State took over and mutilations and mass 
killings of indigenous people were reduced
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• Late 19th century colonization of Congo; Congo became King 
Leopold’s private colony (main interest ivory and rubber)

• Genocidal crimes committed under Leopold’s “personal 
property”: mutilations and mass killings of people, often for not 
meeting quota on rubber plantations 

• Diplomatic pressure was set on Belgium to end this cruel 
regime

• In 1908 the Belgian State took over and mutilations and mass 
killings of indigenous people were reduced

• However: 1. exploitation of the country’s 
resources continued, 2. racial segregation 
and discrimination were official colonial 
policies, 3. heavy missionizing

Belgian colonialism – The Congo (1908-1960)
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Effects today:

Belgian colonialism – The Congo (1908-1960)
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Effects today:

• After independence, Congo remains fragile
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Effects today:

• After independence, Congo remains fragile

• Many different tribes and regions with heterogeneous political 
and sociological affiliations 
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Effects today:

• After independence, Congo remains fragile

• Many different tribes and regions with heterogeneous political 
and sociological affiliations 

• Conflicts about resources resulted in several civil wars
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Effects today:

• After independence, Congo remains fragile

• Many different tribes and regions with heterogeneous political 
and sociological affiliations 

• Conflicts about resources resulted in several civil wars

• Strong economical influence through Belgian companies

Belgian colonialism – The Congo (1908-1960)
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• Auf den Ruinen der Imperien: Geschichte  und Gegenwart des Kolonialismus. Edition Le 
Monde diplomatique, no. 18 (2016)

• Archivführer Deutsche Kolonialgeschichte: https://archivfuehrer-kolonialzeit.de/

• Ashcroft, Bill, Gareth Griffiths, and Helen Tiffin. The Empire writes back: Theory and 
practice in post-colonial literatures. Routledge (2003)
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Routledge (2013)

• McKie, Robin. “How our colonial past altered the ecobalance of an entire planet .” The 
Guardian.  10 June 2018, https://www.theguardian.com/science/2018/jun/10/colonialism-
changed-earth-geology-claim-scientists.

• Morgan, Kenneth. “Symbiosis: Trade and the British Empire”. BBC. 17 Feb. 2011. 
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• Mühlhahn, Klaus, ed. The Cultural Legacy of German Colonial Rule. De Gruyter (2017)

• Osterhammel, Jürgen. Colonialism: A Theoretical Overview. Translated by Shelley L. 
Frisch. Princeton: Markus Wiener Publishers (2005)

• Osterhammel, Jürgen, and Jan C. Jansen. Kolonialismus: Geschichte, Formen, Folgen.
C. H. Beck. (2017)
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Wiley & Sons (2008)

Further reading
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• Taylor, Claire. “The Spanish and Portuguese Empires.“ The Routledge Companion to 
Postcolonial Studies. Ed. John McLeod. London and New York: Routledge (2007) 46-58.

• Zimmerer, Jürgen. Deutsche Herrschaft über Afrikaner: Staatlicher Machtanspruch und 
Wirklichkeit im kolonialen Namibia. Münster: Lit Verlag (2004)
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